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b. I I (sent to the Intemational Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) 

, contaming a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in computer 

readable form only, as indicated in tiie Siq)plemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the 
Administrative Instmctions). 



4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



Box No. I 
[~! Box^No.II 
I j Box No. m 
I ! Box No. IV 
Box No. V 



i ; 3C5-N0.VI 

r i fK)xNo.vn 



Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement xmder Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the intemational application 



{ I Box No. Vni Certain observations on the intemational application 



Date of submission of the demand 

24 March 2004 (24.03.2004) 



Date of completion of this report 

16 December 2004 (16.12.2004) 



Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 



Facsimile No. 



Authorized ofGcer 



Telephone No. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PKELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2003/013458 



Box No. I Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in tlie language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 

which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: 

I I international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

I I publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

I I international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 



2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed*' 
and are not annexed to this report): 

1^ The international application as originally filed/fumished 
I I the description: 

pages , as origmally filed/fumished 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on 

I I the claims: 

pages , as originally filed/fumished 

pages* , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on 

I I the drawings: 

pages 3 as originally filed/fumished 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Autiiority on 



I I a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3. 1 I The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 



I 1 the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (specify): 

I 1 any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify) : , 



4. This report has been established as if (some oQ the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 
(Rule 70.2(c)). 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs 



I I the sequence listing (jpj3eczj5'^: 

I I any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
1 " citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 








Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-21 


YES 


Claims 






Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1-21 


YES 


Claims 




NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


1-21 


YES 


Claims 




NO 



Citations and explanations 
Document 1 : 



Document 2 



Document 3 



Document 4 : 



Document 5 



Document 6 



Document 7 



JP 2001-355906 A (Air System Kabushiki 
Kaisha) , 26 December 2001 
JP 3 023127 U (Kabushiki Kaisha Nakagawa 
Seisakusho) , 12 April 1996 
WO 01/08458 Al (Air System Kabushiki 
Kaisha) , 8 November 2 001 

JP 10-47741 A (JAM Kabushiki Kaisha) , 20 
February 1998 

JP 2000-117359 A (Babcock Hitachi Kabushiki 
Kaisha) , 25 April 2000 

JP 4-84627 A (Metokoiru Kabushiki Kaisha), 
17 March 1992 

JP 61-72319 U (Kabushiki Kaisha Fukagawa 
Seisakusho) , 16 May 1986 



Claims 1-6 

The feature wherein the shape of board-like members is 
such that cuts that extend in a width direction of each of 
the board- like members and have a depth substantially 
equal to the overlap allowance of each of the corner- 
forming portions are formed at positions nearer to the 
central section of each of the board- like members than a 
start position or end position in the longitudinal 
direction of each board-like members is not disclosed in 
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any of the documents cited in the international search 
report. Moreover, it is not obvious to a person skilled in 
the art. 

Claim 7 

The feature of a step, wherein a ten^orary process is 
performed in which the corner- forming portion of a board- 
like member is folded only a predetermined angle to the 
side opposite the folded side of the seam- forming portion 
located at a position closer to the centre than the cut, 
is not disclosed in any of the documents cited in the 
international search report. Moreover, it is not obvious 
to a person skilled in the art. 



Claims 8-21 

A seam molding device which, when assembling a duct 
configuration, bridges the cut line from the seam- forming 
portion that becomes the corner portion of said duct and 
allows said seam-forming portion and a corner- forming 
portion provided in parallel with the penetrating 
direction of the same material to penetrate in sequence a 
portable board-like material provided at both ends of the 
wall -forming portions of the duct is not disclosed in any 
of the documents cited in the international search report. 
Moreover, it is not obvious to a person skilled in the 
art . 
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